Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 01158 231624Z 
11 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAM-01 SAJ-01 

10-11 ACDA-05 /077W 

126543 

R 231620Z JAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8382 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
SECDEF 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 01 158 

DEFENSE FOR ISA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UK, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET REACTION TO THATCHER SPEECH ON DEFENSE 
POLICY 

REF: LONDON 956 (BEING RELAYED MOSCOW) 

1 . LOCAL SOVIET REACTION TO CONSERVATIVE PARTY LEADER 
MARGARET THATCHER S SPEECH ON UK DEFENSE POLICY (REFTEL) 
HAS BEEN UNUSUALLY SWIFT AND SEVERE. 

2. SOVIET AMASSADOR LUNKOV CALLED ON MINISTER OF STATE 
LORD GORONWY-ROBERTS ON JANUARY 22 AND, IN AN HOUR-LONG 
MEETING, PROTESTED THE TENOR AND SUBSTANCE OF THATCHER'S 
REMARKS. GORMNWY-ROBERTS REPLIED THAT UK IS A DEMOCRACY 
WHERE PEOPLE ARE FREE TO SPEAK ON THOSE MATTERS WHICH THEY 
SEE FIT. 
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3. ON JANUARY 23, SOVIET MINISTER-COUNSELLOR SEMENOV 
PRESENTED SIMILAR PROTEST TO SHADOW FOREIGN SECRETARY 
REGINALD MAUDLING. 

4. OTHER SOVIET DIPLOMATS HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY PUMPING 
THEIR BRITISH AND THIRD-NATIONAL CONTACTS FOR INTERPRE- 
TATIONS OF THATCHER'S SPEECH. 
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